
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Livingston Community Gardens 
 

Gardenersô Welcome Packet 

 

Welcome to Community Gardening 

 

A community garden means many things to many people.  For some, a community garden is a place to 

grow food, flowers, and herbs in the company of friends and neighbors.  For others, it is a place to reconnect with 

nature or get physical exercise.  

 

Regardless of why you choose to take part in a community garden, the activity comes with both responsibilities 

and rewards. 

 

Responsibilities: Successful and vibrant community gardens rely on the dedication of each and every 

gardener to maintain a plot and contribute to the upkeep and management of the garden as a whole. There are 

many jobs that need to be done in order to help the garden run smoothly; including:  mowing or mulching paths, 

maintaining tools and equipment, planning events and workshops, stocking and hauling supplies and building 

raised beds (see p. 3, Community Garden Job Descriptions, for a complete list).  The adage many hands make light 

work is very appropriate. If everyone pitches in according to individual ability and desire, the garden will prosper 

and grow. 

 

Rewards: Community gardening has the potential to offer a range of benefits to individuals, families, 

communities, and the environment. Benefits include: 

 

Food Production – Community gardens allow people to grow high quality fruits and vegetables for 

themselves, their families, and their communities. 

 

Nutrition – Some research indicates that community gardeners eat more fruits and vegetables than        

non-gardening families. 

 

Exercise – Gardening requires physical activity and helps improve the overall physical health of gardeners. 

 

Mental Health – Interacting with plants and nature helps reduce stress and increases a gardener’s sense of 

wellness and belonging. 

 

Community – Community gardens foster a sense of community identity, ownership, and stewardship 

among gardeners. They provide a place for people of diverse backgrounds to interact and share cultural 

traditions. 

 

Environment – Gardens help reduce the heat island effect in cities, increase biodiversity, reduce run-off 

from rain, recycle local organic materials, and reduce fossil fuel use from long distance food transport. 

 

Learning – People of all ages can acquire and share skills and knowledge related to gardening, cooking, 

nutrition, health, culture, etc. 

 

Youth – Community gardens provide a place for youth to explore gardening, nature and community. 

 

Property Values – Some research indicates that property values around community gardens increase faster 

than property values in similar areas without gardens. 

 

Above all, community gardening can provide a sense of satisfaction and accomplishment for all. 



  

Success at the Community Garden 
 
Adapted from the Community Action Coalition of South Central Wisconsin (www.cacscw.org) Community Garden Organizerôs 

Handbook. 
 

The following tips are intended to help ensure your success at the garden. 
 

 

Successful Community Gardening 
 

¶ Plan to visit your garden two to three times a week during the growing season.  Make a schedule 

with yourself or other gardeners.  Write it in your calendar or post a colorful reminder on the fridge.  

Because your garden is not located outside your front or back door, it’s sometimes easy to forget that 

there is weeding, watering, staking or harvesting to do. 

 

¶ Attend scheduled meetings and workdays.  This will help you meet other gardeners and become part 

of your gardening community.  You’ll also learn about the various jobs and projects that need to be done 

to keep your garden in shape. 

 

¶ Make friends with other gardeners.  Experienced gardeners are an invaluable resource at your garden. 

Pick their brains for gardening tips or visit their plots to see how they stake their tomatoes or trellis their 

beans. 

 

¶ Volunteer for a garden job or committee. Community gardens don’t manage themselves.  They 

require a fair amount of work.  By pitching in on a certain job or project, you’ll be supporting the garden 

as a whole and ensuring that the work is spread among many people. 

 

¶ Educate yourself.  Check out books from the library.  Attend classes.  Become a Master Gardener.  

There is always something to learn about gardening. The more you learn, the more success you will 

have. 

 

¶ Know your neighbors.  Learn the names and a little about your non-gardening neighbors. Share some 

extra produce.  Take the time to visit with them about how the garden works if they’re not familiar with 

it.  

 

¶ Harvest produce on a regular basis.  During harvest season, let garden leaders know if you plan to be 

out of town for more than a few days.  Gardeners can harvest for you and donate the food to a local 

pantry. 

 

¶ Grow more than you need.  Opportunities exist for donating extra produce to charitable organizations. 

 

¶ Bring your cell phone.  Should a problem arise, keep important numbers stored in your phone. 



  

Livingston Community Garden Job Descriptions  
 

Garden Committee 

¶ Organization Coordinator:   Identify and recruit new garden leaders. Chair the garden’s organizing 

committee. Coordinates regular and special garden events including work parties, neighborhood parties, 

and educational workshops. 

¶ Communications Coordinator:  Communicates with gardeners through email, phone calls or mailings 

about garden news, meetings and events.  Maintains garden bulletin board. Coordinates garden 

meetings/activities. Coordinates with other related groups (Sustainable Reynoldsburg, Garden Clubs, 

Crossroads Community Development Corporation), organizes visits to, and contact with, other 

community gardens. 

¶ Maintenance Coordinator:  Makes plot assignments, manages the waiting list, responsible for broken 

or damaged equipment and infrastructure.  Manages the Grounds Crew, Composting Crew, and Supply 

Crew volunteer positions.  Assists with garden meetings/activities. Maintains garden accounts, monitors 

finances with and between the Parks Department. 

 

Volunteer Positions (16 Total) 

These positions are managed by the Maintenance Coordinator 

¶ Grounds Crew (4): Maintains the garden’s common areas. Mows grass, clears pathways and removes 

trash. Maintains and oversees the composting and compost bins. Provides gardeners with assistance 

hauling or handling compost. 

¶ Gluttons for Punishment (5):  Those willing to fill-in in a pinch, especially during pre-season & post-

season cleanups. 

 

This position is managed by the Communications Coordinator 

¶ Horticulture Advisers (3): Possess gardening experience and a willingness to share it with gardeners. 

Mentors new gardeners, circulates new gardening resources, and coordinates gardening workshops with 

the events crew. 

¶ Garden Historians (2):  The keepers of written journal and photos of garden activities for posterity. 

¶ Outreach (2):  Responsible for coordinating with charitable organizations to distribute extra produce. 
 

2010 Livingston Community Gardens Committee 
 

ID     Name      Organization   Phone                          Email__________________                                                    

 1      Bob Stapleton        Truro Township Administrator    729-1911     

 2      George Winters        East Livingston Baptist Church 866-1881   glwinters@sbcglobal.net  

 3      Mark Waite        Sustainable Reynoldsburg 592-3814   markwaite_tz@yahoo.ca  

 4      Steve Friece        CCDC     866-5864   sfriece@crossroadscdc.org  

 5      Neal Buel        Metro High School  247-2276   bluel@themetroschool.org  

 6      Lori Phillips        Reynoldsburg HS Green Team 501-4000   loriphillips@reyn.org  

 7      Bee Kocher        Fishers Gardens   861-5700   bee@fishersgardens.com  

 8      Jodi Hill          Girl Scouts of America  322-2478    

 9      Barb Strussion        Truro Township Trustee  866-0754 

10     Leslie Kelly        Reynoldsburg City Council      lkellywd2@yahoo.com   

11     Jason Shamblin        City of Reynoldsburg  322-6806    jshamblin@ci.reynoldsburg.oh.us  
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mailto:markwaite_tz@yahoo.com
mailto:frieces@rumc.org
mailto:bluel@themetroschool.org
mailto:loriphillips@reyn.org
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Calendar 
 

Throughout the year the garden hosts a number of meetings and events. To date, the following 

meetings and events have been proposed or scheduled. Questions concerning events should be directed to the   

Parks & Recreation Department at 614.322.6806. 

 
 

Event Date/Time Location Purpose 

Intro Meeting March 29 Livingston Ave. Fire 

Dept. 
¶ We hand out plot assignments 

¶ Review guidelines 

¶ Review contact information 

¶ Identify ―Mentors‖ 

¶ Review volunteer tasks 

¶ Review schedule – if we have classes 

or trainings 

 

 

Opening Day (Spring) April  1 Garden ¶ Water is turned on 

 

Workshops  TBD   

 

Social Events TBD   

 

Plant Reynoldsburg May 8 

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

City Hall 

7232 East Main Street 

Join the Parks & Recreation Department as 

they beautify the grounds of City Hall.  Call 

(614) 322-6806 for more information. 

Community Clean-Up June 5 

9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

City Hall 

7232 East Main Street 

Give the City a summertime spruce-up! 

Volunteers will be assigned to various 

locations throughout Reynoldsburg.  Call 

(614) 322-6806 for more information. 

Garden Tour June 26 

Noon – 4 p.m. 

Livingston House 

1792 Graham Rd 

Join us for the 2010 Garden tour.  Organized 

by the Livingston House Society.  Enjoy an 

after noon tour of local gardens; shown by 

their owners.  

First day of the Reynoldsburg 

Farmer’s Market 

July 8, 2010 

3:30 – 6:30 p.m. 

Huber Park 

Davidson Dr. 

Reynoldsburg  

Enjoy the flavors of freshly harvested fruits 

and vegetable as you visit with your neighbors 

at the Reynoldsburg Farmer’s Market.  Call 

(614) 322-6807 for more information. 

Reynoldsburg Tomato 

Festival 

August 21, 22, 2010 Huber Park 

Davidson Dr. 

Reynoldsburg 

Test your gardening skill enter one of the 

tomato contest.  They include: Largest, 

Tallest, Smallest, Best Group of Tomatoes, 

Best Group of Heirloom Tomatoes,  

Most Oddly Formed Tomato, Mild Salsa, 

Medium Salsa, Hot Salsa, Best Tomato 

Dessert.  Call (614) 866-4888 for more 

information. 

Garden Closed Nov. 1   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

2010 Best Planting Dates for Seeds 
The Old Farmerôs Almanac.com 

 
 

Crop Start Seeds Indoors Start Seeds in the Ground 

Beans  Apr 24-May 8 

Beets  Apr 3-May 15 

Broccoli Feb 26-Mar 12 Apr 3-10 

Brussels sprouts Feb 26-Mar 12  

Cabbage Feb 26-Mar 12 Apr 17-May 1 

Carrots  Mar 20-Apr 3 

Cauliflower Feb 26-Mar 12 Apr 17-May 1 

Celery Feb 26-Mar 12  

Corn  May 8-15 

Cucumbers Mar 27-Apr 10 May 1- 8 

Lettuce Mar 12-27 Apr 17-May 8 

Melons Mar 27-Apr 10 May 8-15 

Onion sets  Mar 27-Apr 3 

Parsnips  Apr 3-24 

Peas  Mar 12-27 

Peppers Feb 26-Mar 12  

Potato tubers  Apr 24-May 8 

Pumpkins Mar 27-Apr 10 May 1- 8 

Radishes  Apr 17-May 1 

Spinach  Mar 12-27 

Squash, summer Mar 27-Apr 10 May 1- 8 

Squash, winter Mar 27-Apr 10 May 1- 8 

Tomatoes Feb 26-Mar 12  



  

FAQs 
 

The following are answers to some frequently asked questions.  Other questions can be directed to the 

Organizing Committee. 
 

How much does it cost to garden here?  A full 10’ x 20’ plot is $30 per resident for the year  

 

What kinds of tools, equipment and supplies are available at the garden?   There are currently no community 

gardening tools.  You will need to bring your own equipment.   

 

Can I hook up a hose to the water tap located in the center of the garden?   No.  In an effort to insure that all 

gardeners have equal access to the water, no hoses may be attached to the spigot.  All water must be hand 

carried to your plot.  

 

What do I have to do to stay in good standing with the garden?  1) Sign up for one of the many volunteer 

positions, 2) Maintain your plot, 4) Pay your yearly dues, 5) Have fun. 

 

Whom do I contact for gardening advice?  The garden committee can put you in touch with several of the 

horticultural experts who assisted in putting this garden together.   

 

What can I plant in my garden plot?  With a few limitations, what to plant is entirely up to you, excepting trees 

of course.  As long as you keep your plot in shape by weeding and tending to it on a regular basis, most any 

type of vegetable, herb, or flower should be acceptable.  Please refrain from planting anything deemed as 

―invasive‖ by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources or the United States Department of Agriculture.  If 

you have any questions, please contact the Organizing Committee. 

 

What type of fencing is allowed?  If used, fencing should be kept to a minimum and must be removed by the 

gardener at the end of the season.  Keep your gardening neighbors in mind when thinking about fencing.  Please 

refer to item #15 in the Garden Agreement. 

 

Iôm not sure I can keep up with a full or even a half-plot but Iôd still like to garden.  What should I do?  

Consider requesting a shared garden.  On the Garden Request form, you can indicate that you’d like to share a 

plot with someone else.  We will attempt to match you up with another gardener and you can work together on a 

half-plot. 

 



  

Garden Agreement 
 

1. Each gardener will be allocated a 10’x 20’ plot, in the Livingston Community Gardens.  Available plots 

will be chosen by lottery early in the spring. 

 

2. The annual fee for a garden plot is currently $30 for a full plot.  Fees are payable to the City of 

Reynoldsburg (7232 E. Main St. Reynoldsburg Ohio) and must be paid in full at the time of registration.  

The plot fee is non-refundable. 

 

3. A water source will be installed close to the garden.  Please use water responsibly.  No hoses may be 

used. 

 

4. Each gardener is responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of their garden plot during the garden 

season.  Tilling, watering, weeding, harvesting, and any other garden related maintenance are all the 

responsibility of the gardener. It is also the responsibility of the gardener to keep the walkways 

surrounding their plot clear and free of trash, plant materials, and supplies.  

 

5. The garden will be available April 1 through the end of October.  Gardeners are responsible for ―putting 

the garden to bed‖ and leaving the plot as they found it in the spring.  Gardeners who intend to keep 

their plot from year to year have the option of gardening in the off season with approval.   

 

6. The community garden is available from dawn to dusk, daily during the garden season.   

 

7. It is the gardener’s responsibility to notify the garden committee if they are not able to care for their plot 

for an extended period of time.  If any plot becomes unkempt through neglect, the gardener will be given 

notice to clean it up.  If the cleanup does not occur, the plot will be subject to reassignment.  

 

8. Gardeners must provide their own gardening tools.  For safety reasons, no tools or supplies of any kind 

may be left unattended at the garden site. 

 

9. Children are welcome in the garden but must be accompanied by an adult and must be supervised at all 

times. 

 

10. No drugs or alcohol are permitted in the garden.  Persons are permitted on Truro Township property 

only when not under the influence of drugs or alcohol.  Truro Township property is tobacco-free. 

 

11. Pets are permitted in the garden only if on a leash. 

 

12. Gardeners may only pick their own crops, unless given permission by another gardener. 

 

13. Do not use fertilizers, insecticides or weed repellents that will in any way affect other plots. 

 

14. Give consideration to others by planting tall crops where they will have the least impact on neighboring 

gardeners. 

 

15. Fences are discouraged, but if used must appear neat and tidy and not exceed 36‖ in height.  No 

structures may obstruct vision throughout the garden.  Exceptions are trellises and wire used to grow 

climbing plants, which may not exceed 6 feet.  No treated wood may be used. 

 

16. Never throw anything such as trash, weeds, plant material, spoiled fruits or vegetables in the field 

surrounding the garden.  A compost pile will be maintained for such purposes. 



  

 

17. The Garden Committee is responsible for ensuring that the rules are followed at all times. Issues will be 

discussed at periodic meetings and through the season.  Garden plots must at all times be maintained in a 

safe condition, and if any condition is deemed unsafe, Garden Committee will require the gardener to 

rectify the situation immediately.  If the Garden Committee is required to intervene a second time, the 

gardener must relinquish his/her plot.  The Garden Committee reserves the right to restrict any person’s 

access to their garden plot based on safety concerns or unwelcome behavior. 



  

 
 

Gardener: _____________________________________ Gardener email: ______________________________ 

 

Gardener address: ___________________________________________________________________________                          

 

Home Phone: ___________________ Work Phone: ______________   Cell Phone: ______________________ 

 

Emergency contact info: _____________________________________________________________________ 

                                                     Name                                                             Phone 

 

Please sign-up for at least one of the garden jobs/crews listed below.  Refer to page 3 for a description of each 

job. 

____ Grounds Crew 

____ Horticultural Adviser 

____ Supply Crew 

____ Garden Historian 

____ Outreach 

____ Glutton for Punishment 

 

Additionally, if you think you might like to serve on the Garden Committee next year, please check this box 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are a new gardener, would you like an experienced gardener to help you?   Yes ___ No ___ 

 

If  you are an experienced gardener, would you like to help a new gardener?   Yes ___ No ___ 

 

Would you like to share a garden with another gardener?      Yes___ No ___ 

 

This Garden Agreement is subject to change. 

 

All rules, guidelines, and policies of the City of Reynoldsburg and Truro Township override any of the 

information in this Garden Agreement should it be determined that there is a conflict. 

 

I have read and understand Livingston Garden user agreement 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Gardener Signature                                     Date 



  

ðððððððððððCONSENT AGREEMENTððððððððð 
 

I hereby certify that I am over eighteen (18)  years of age and of sound mind and body and hereby agree that I 

am, or my minor child is, a voluntary participant in the Reynoldsburg Recreation Program (s), related events 

and activities, or I am a volunteer for a program sponsored by Truro Township and the City of Reynoldsburg. 

 

It is further agreed that I hereby release Truro Township and the City of Reynoldsburg, its           employees, 

public  officials, volunteers, sponsoring agencies, sponsors, advertisers, and if            applicable owners and 

lessors of premises used to conduct the event from any and all liability for injury, disability, or death to any 

person or property incident to my own involvement or participation or my child’s involvement or participation 

in these programs. 

 

It is further agreed that I assume all risks, both known and unknown, and assume full responsibility for my own 

or my child’s participation.  It is further agreed that I will comply with the program’s stated and customary 

terms and conditions for participation.  If I observe any concerns about my own or my child’s participation 

and/or the program itself, I will remove myself or my child from participation and notify the Reynoldsburg 

Parks and Recreation  Department. 

 

It is further agreed I will indemnify and hold harmless Truro Township and the City of               Reynoldsburg, 

its employees, public officials, volunteers, sponsoring agencies, sponsors,              advertisers, and if applicable 

owners and lessors of premises used to conduct the event from any   liabilities incident to my own or my child’s 

involvement or  participation in the Reynoldsburg   Recreation Program (s), related events and activities, and/or 

Truro Township and City of Reynoldsburg sponsored events.  In executing this agreement, I hereby certify that 

I have acted  voluntarily based on my own knowledge and judgment and have not been influenced by 

statements of representations not included in this agreement. 

 

______________________________________________________________ 

Signature       Date 

 

______________________________________________________________ 

Please Print Your Name 
 

 
 

 

  

 

THREE WAYS TO REGISTER:  

 
IN PERSON:  At City  Hall, 7232 E Main 

Street, Monday—Friday 8am-5pm (except 

holidays). 

 

NIGHT REGISTRATION : Drop 

completed from and   payment by check in 

the drop box located at City Hall.  Two drop 

boxes are available 24-7 (one at the flag pole 

and the other is between the double doors). 

 

BY MAIL : Mail completed form and 

check to:  

 

        Reynoldsburg Parks & Recreation 

7232 East Main Street 

Reynoldsburg, OH  43068 

 
 

 

THIS SPACE IS RESERVED FOR AUDITOR’S DEPARTMENT  

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE IN THIS AREA 
 

 


